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SPORTS, C1 


WHAT’S NEXT 
FOR COWBOYS 
AFTER ELLIOTT 
SUSPENSION? 


NEW YORK CITY ATTACK 


Truck plows into cyclists, pedestrians, killing 8 


Bicycles and debris litter a bike path in Lower Manhattan on Tuesday after a man driving a rental truck 
plowed into them. Eight people were killed in what New York’s mayor called “an act of terror.” Sayfullo 
Saipov, 29, of Tampa, Fla., an Uzbek immigrant, has been arrested. Story, A9. CRAIG RUTTLE / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


CONTINUING COVERAGE AUSTIN CITY MANAGER SEARCH 


Statesman sues for names 
of city manager candidates 


Newspaper identifies 
4 of 5 candidates who 
interviewed Tuesday. 


By Elizabeth Findell 

and Philip Jankowski 
efindell@statesman.com 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


As the City Council began inter- 
viewing city manager finalists 
Tuesday in secrecy, the Amer- 
ican-Statesman sued the city of 
Austin to seek access to the names 
of candidates. 

The Statesman independently 
confirmed the identities of four of 
the five candidates who interviewed 
Tuesday, as they were seen enter- 


ing and exiting the interview room 
at the Hilton Austin Airport hotel. 

Ann Arbor, Mich., City Admin- 
istrator Howard Lazarus, Miami 
City Manager Daniel Alfonso, Min- 
neapolis City Coordinator Spen- 
cer Cronk and former Tulsa City 
Manager Jim Twombly met with 
council members in a closed-door 
executive session. The fifth can- 
didate, a woman, hid her face 
with a folder as she entered the 
room for her interview. 

Four more finalists are expected 
to interview with council mem- 
bers on Thursday. 

Stephen Newton, a representa- 
tive of search firm Russell Reyn- 


Manager continued on A10 


STATESMAN IN-DEPTH AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 


Health care enrollment Seales begins 


Despite turmoil, Austin, 
nearby areas have more 
choices than last year. 


By Bob Sechler 
bsechler@statesman.com 


Community members who help 
people sign up for health insur- 
ance are prepared to field com- 
plicated questions about coverage 
tiers, doctor networks and out-of- 
pocket expenses as the Affordable 
Care Act’s fifth annual open enroll- 
ment season kicks off Wednesday. 

But a more basic line of inquiry 
has been dominating many of their 
early interactions with the public: 
Does the Affordable Care Act, also 
known as Obamacare, still exist? 
Is subsidized health insurance still 
available despite months of acri- 
mony in Washington? 

The answers to both those ques- 
tions is yes — and in Austin and 
some surrounding areas there 
actually are more subsidy-eligi- 
ble health plans to choose from 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Feast onFood Extra 
intoday’s ePaper 


Subscribers get six additional 
pages of food stories and recipes 
at statesman.com/epaper. 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Q&A: Helpful things to know 
about Affordable Care Act, A5 


on the federal marketplace for 
2018 than there were for 2017. 
Enrollment for 2018 insurance 
under the Affordable Care Act 
begins today and will last six 
weeks through Dec. 15. 
Misconceptions about the law’s 


EYES ON GOVERNMENT 
Statesman City Hall reporters 
Elizabeth Findell and Philip 
Jankowski have mined public 
records to reveal instances of 
employee misconduct, explain 
how city dollars are spent and 
show how the city failed to address 
safety issues after a car drove off 

a downtown parking garage. Their 
coverage of Austin’s city manager 
searchis providing a public window 
into a process that city officials 
have tried to keep secret. 


ALSO INSIDE 

» Ken Herman: Can Austin 
outrun Runaway Bay in battle 
for new city manager? B1 


Misconcep- 
tions among 
Texans 
about the 
Affordable 
Care Act’s 
fate have led 
to fears that 
many people 
won't signup 
for coverage 
for 2018. 
QILING WANG / 
AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN 


ever, leading to fears that many peo- 
ple won’t sign up and instead will 
forgo their chance to gain access to 
affordable medical care for 2018. 

“People are confused, and 
they’re telling us when we’re 
out at events that they can’t sign 
up” because the law is no longer 
in effect, said Jill Ramirez, chief 
executive of the Latino Health- 


fate appear to be widespread, how- ACA continued on A5 
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ONE MAN'S MEATLOAF $3 
5 ANOTHER: S POISON 


Trump belittles ex-aide 
as ‘liar,’ just a volunteer 


But the evidence suggests George 
Papadopoulos was in frequent 
contact with campaign officials. 


AUSTIN360, D1 


STILL 
COOKING 


How we found homes for 
\ hundreds of your old cookbooks 


HURRICANE HARVEY RECOVERY 


Abbott seeks 


$61B to cover 
Harvey costs 


Governor delivers 
282-project wish list 
to congressional leaders. 


By Sean Collins Walsh, 
Andrea Ball 

and Jeremy Schwartz 
scwalsh@statesman.com 
aball@statesman.com 
jschwartz@statesman.com 


Fifteen million dollars to repair 
and replace damaged Port Aran- 
sas schools. About $12 billion to 
build a storm surge barrier in Gal- 
veston Bay. More than $21 mil- 
lion to replace 170 trailer homes 
destroyed in La Grange. 

Gov. Greg Abbott on Tuesday 
delivered a $61 billion, 282-project 
wish list to congressional leaders, 
asking for federal aid for repairs 
to public infrastructure damaged 
by Hurricane Harvey and proj- 
ects aimed at protecting Texas 
from future disasters. 


About 61 percent of the 
requested money would fund 
flood-control projects, while 33 
percent would go to housing. 
The biggest proposed sources 
of funding would be $36.6 bil- 
lion from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, $15.3 billion from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s Commu- 
nity Development Block Grants 
and $6.3 billion from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

Avast majority of the money — 
more than $52 billion — would be 
earmarked for local governments 
in the Houston-Galveston area. 

Abbott has estimated the total 
cost of Hurricane Harvey to the 
state, including damage to pri- 
vate property, to be as much as 
$180 billion. 

In October, Congress approved 
$36.5 billion for disaster relief, 
with the money being divvied 


Harvey continued on A12 


LOCAL BUSINESS FOCUS MEDIA 


Cox Media Group announced Tuesday that it will sell the Austin 
American-Statesman after 41 years of ownership. JAY JANNER/ 
AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Statesman’s parent 
company puts 
paper up for sale 


By Shonda Novak 

and Gary Dinges 
snovak@statesman.com 
gdinges@statesman.com 


Atlanta-based Cox Media Group 
said Tuesday that it will sell the 
Austin American-Statesman after 
owning the city’s daily newspa- 
per for 41 years. 

The Statesman is being mar- 
keted with its seven community 
newspapers and multiple web- 
sites. Cox also is selling the Palm 
Beach Post and Palm Beach Daily 
News in Florida. 

Cox executives did not pub- 
licly specify an asking price for 
the Statesman. 

Cox Media Group President 
Kim Guthrie said the decision to 
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put the newspapers up for sale 
is part of a pivot toward markets 
where Cox has multiple media 
assets, such as Atlanta and Day- 
ton, Ohio, where James M. Cox, 
bought his first newspaper prop- 
erty, the Dayton Evening News, 
nearly 120 years ago and later 
went on to become a three-term 
governor of Ohio. Cox owns TV, 
radio and newspaper operations 
in both of those cities. 

“After careful consideration, we 
have made the difficult but stra- 
tegic decision to put our news- 
papers in Palm Beach and Aus- 
tin up for sale,” Guthrie said in 
a written statement. “We have 
made the decision that we will be 
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